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1 0 2  –  C E L E B R AT E D  L I V I N G

Landmark known for Pimm’s Cup cocktails 
and jambalaya. Built as a private home by 
early Mayor Nicholas Girod—who only spoke 
French—the rambling property was intended 
to be a final refuge for Napoleon Bonaparte. 

My lunch companion at Napoleon House 
was Chuck Robinson, who owns—aptly 
enough—Napoleon’s Itch, an ecumenical 
gay bar on Bourbon Street with interludes of 

country music. Originally from Dallas and 
given to white-on-white ensembles topped 
with a white cowboy hat, Robinson—who 
once owned a country music label—might 
be the most fun person in New Orleans. 
We talked about the great Dottie West 
and a mutual New Orleans friend, Mickey 
Easterling. In the 1980s, Easterling would 
enter her charity galas like Elizabeth Taylor 
in Cleopatra, held aloft by oiled-up weight lift-
ers. When Easterling died at 83 in 2014, she 
was the most glamorous guest at her own 
memorial service, embalmed and sitting 
upright with a cigarette holder, crystal cham-
pagne flute and pink boa.  

In a world searching for authenticity, New 
Orleans and Baltimore are utterly real cre-
ations, willed into being by their respec-
tive residents. I hadn’t really spent time in 
Baltimore since the heyday of the quirky 
1980s, and fortunately, the city’s unique spirit 
lives on at places like the American Visionary 
Art Museum (AVAM) in Federal Hill, founded 
by Rebecca Alban Hoffberger and featur-
ing an enormous figure of Divine and a life-
sized statue of local icon Edgar Allan Poe, 
entirely created from marshmallow Peeps. 
Over on Dallas Street, Dolores Deluxe and 
her husband, Vincent Peranio—the produc-
tion designer for John Waters’ movies—own a 
singular rental property, the Palace on Dallas, 
featuring Audubon prints from Serial Mom 
and the chandelier from Polyester.

In Baltimore, the Mount Vernon neighborhood 

is the aesthetic equivalent of the French 
Quarter: Two nonprofit organizations with 
volunteer guides, Baltimore National Heritage 
Area and Baltimore Heritage, offer walk-
ing tours incorporating the Washington 
Monument, Walters Art Museum and George 
Peabody Library. The Ivy Hotel, set in an 1889 
building, includes a library with a 1920s-style 
society mural. The new Hotel Revival, a Joie 
de Vivre property, utilizes a 1928 structure 
and has sourced such decorative touches 
as a modern interpretation of nine tradi-
tional quilt squares currently housed at the 
Baltimore Museum of Art. In the nearby 
Station North Arts and Entertainment 
District, the architectural centerpiece is the 
Parkway Theatre, a 1915 Italianate-style 
building that’s home to the 20th annual 
Maryland Film Festival in May.

Part of the joy of walking is being a flâneur, 
wandering alone and aimless, and on my last 
day in Baltimore, I strolled around Mount 
Vernon, which offered everything an urban 
saunter could possibly give. I was thinking 
about the pleasure of walking old cities like 
New Orleans and Baltimore, and about how 
much I didn’t want to go back home to the car-
crazy sprawl of Miami. It seemed as if I just 
kept walking, I’d eventually figure it all out.
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these illuminating walks
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The George 
Peabody Library 

in Baltimore

The Mount Vernon 
neighborhood is included in 

the walking tours of two 
nonprofi t organizations, 

Baltimore National Heritage 
Area (explorebaltimore.org) 

and Baltimore Heritage 
(baltimoreheritage.org). The 
tours pass by the best of the 
19th century, including the 

1878 George Peabody Library 
(library.jhu.edu), a cathedral 
of print featuring a skylight 

and fi ve stories of bookshelves 
with cast-iron balconies, and 
the Garrett-Jacobs Mansion, 
which beams visitors back to 

the Gilded Age. Bite of 
Baltimore (biteofbaltimore.
net)—helmed by Zack and 
Jenny Greene—leads tours 

through Fells Point, with stops 
at fi ve restaurants and doses 
of history (the neighborhood 

has been a stomping 
ground for, among others, 

Billie Holiday and 
F. Scott Fitzgerald).
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