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Chefs Feeding Families
 Chef David Guas Serves Free Meals to Students and Families Affected by School Closures 
Shares Story with CNBC's Squawk Box on April 7, 2020

David Guas, chef and owner of Bayou Bakery, Coffee Bar & Eatery in Arlington, Virginia, joined “Squawk Box” on CNBC to discuss what the new normal for restaurants may look like during these uncertain times. Having persevered for three weeks through the limitations resulting from the current public health crisis, Arlington’s Bayou Bakery, Coffee Bar & Eatery temporarily closed its doors to 'Call-In, Carry Out' service on April 1, 2020. However, Guas has continued his mission to provide the community and underserved kids and families affected by recent school closures with free, plant-based grab-and-go meals outside of his eatery. 

Guas founded the Chefs Feeding Families program, a collaboration with Real Food For Kids, which has been operational since the closure of Arlington County Public Schools March 13, 2020. Guas knew he had to set out to work immediately –  drawing on his experience as a New Orleans native, having rapidly responded to the loss of his family’s home and the devastation of his community during Katrina. Within a day of schools shutting down, Guas went 'rogue' and created a make-shift kitchen outside his restaurant to serve Camellia Brand Red Beans and Rice, a New Orleans staple, to Arlington’s kids and families on the public school meal plan.  Now working closely with Arlington County as a supplement distribution center, the first ten days provided over 1,700 meals from Bayou Bakery to underserved families.
Chefs Feeding Families provides free, plant-based, nutritious meals for students, their families, and military families.  Due to overwhelming interest from other chefs and restaurants, Chefs Feeding Families has continued to grow and expand its reach to additional areas of need across the region.
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